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WORLD  CATTLE  MJMBERS  CONTINUE  UPWARD 

Another  new  record  was  set  in  early  I966  when  world  cattle  numbers  reached 
1,10k  million  head — up  nearly  2  percent  from  1965  and  13  percent  ahove 
the  1956-60  average  level.    Moderate  gains  were  registered  in  all  geo- 
graphic regions  except  Africa  and  Oceania  where  slight  declines  were  noted. 

Herd  rebuilding  has  been  taking  place  since  196^  in  many  parts  of  the 
world  as  a  result  of  heavier -than -usual  slaughter  in  1962  and  1963»  Then, 
forced  slaughter  was  prompted  by  weather  adversities,  including  drought 
and,  in  Europe,  a  severe  I962-63  winter,  which  caused  feed  shortages  and 
poor  grazing  conditions. 


In  North  America,  little  change  was  noted  for  the  area  as  a  whole.  Moder- 
ate declines  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  were  offset  by  slight  in- 
creases in  Mexico.    This  situation  is  not  expected  to  be  materially  differ- 
ent in  the  next  year  as  moderate  increases  in  other  North  American  countries 
will  be  offset  by  somewhat  static  U.S.  and  Canadian  cattle  numbers. 

CATTLE  AND  BUFFALO:    Estimated  world  total  by  continent  or  area, 
average  1956-60,  annxial  196k-66 


Continent 


Average 
1956-60 


196k 


1965 


1/  ;  Percent . change 
1966"^   1  1966 


1956-60 


1955" 


North  America. . • 
South  America. . . 
Europe: 

Western.  

Eastern.*..,.. 


Million; 
head  : 

135.7 
156.1 

77.5 
30.3 


Million; 
head  : 

15^.0 
170.8 

82.7 
32.8 


Million 
head 


Million 
head 


Percent:  Percent 


156.k 
177.3 


83. 
33. 


156.7 
182.7 

85.6 
33.8 


15.5 
17.0 

10.5 
11.6 


0.2 
3.0 

2.6 
2.1 


Total  Europe, 


107.8      115.5      116.5  119.if 


10.8 


2.5 


U.S.S.R, 
Africa., 
Asia..., 

Oceania, 


66A 
112.5 
376.2 

22.8 


85.1^ 
12k.k 
393.6 

26.1 


87.2 

125.3 
398.6 
26.0 


93.^ 
125.2 

to). 3 
25.8 


40.7 

11.3 
e.k 
13.2 


7.1 

•  .1 

•  .8 


Total  World. . . 
1/  Preltminary 


977.5    1,069.8    1,087.3    1,103.5  12.9 


1.5 


Cattle  emd  buffalo:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  I956-6O,  annual  1964-66 


,  :    Month  of 
Continent  and  country  ^ 
 ;  estimate 

North  America:  : 

Canada  (excluding  Newfoundland) ... ;  Dec.    1  2/ 

Mexico  :  Spring 

United  States  3/  ;  Jan. 

Puerto  Hi  CO  ,  ;  Jan. 

Costa  Hica  :  Jan. 

El  Salvador  :  Oct.  2/ 

Gxiatemala  :  Spring 

Honduras  :  Dec .  2/ 

Nicaragiia  : 

Panama  :  Jan. 

Cuba  :  Dec. 

Dominican  Republic  ,  :  J\ily 

Total  North  America  5/  : 

South  America: 

Argentina  : .  June  30 

Bolivia  ;  Jan. 

Brazil  jj  :  Dec.  3I  2/ 

Chile  :  Dec.  2/ 

Colombia  :  Oct.  2/ 

Ecuador  :  Aug. 

Paraguay  : 

Peru  :  Dec.  2/ 

Uruguay  :  June 

Venezuela  : 

Total.  South  America  5/  J 

Europe:  : 
Western  ; 
EEC  : 

Luxembourg  :  Ms^ 

Belgium  :  Jan. 

France  Oct.  2/ 

Germany,  West  9/  Dec.  2/ 

Italy    7/  ;  Jan. 

Netherlands  :  Dec,  2/ 

Total  : 

Austria  :  Dec.  2/ 

Denmark  10/  :  Dec.  2/ 

Finland  :  Dec.  2/ 

Greece  7/   Dec.  2/ 

Ireland  :  Jan. 

Norway  :  Dec.  2/ 

Portugal  :  Dec.  2/ 

Spain  :  Oct.  2/ 

Sweden  :  Oct.  2/ 

Switzerland  ^  :  Apr. 

United  Kingdom  :  Dec.  2/ 

Total  Western  Europe  5/  : 

Albania  7/  : 

Bulgaria  jj  

Czechoslovakia  Jan.l 

Germany,  East  :  Dec.    3  2/ 

Hungary  7/  ;  Mar. 

Poland  :  June  30 

Romania  j/  •  Jan. 

Yugoslavia  7/  :  Jan.  I5 

Total  Eastern  Europe  5/  

Total  Europe  5/  : 

USSR  (Europe  and  Asia)  :  Jan.  1 


Average 
1956-60 


1964 


1965  1/  ;  1966  1/ 


Thousands 

10,220 
17,254 
93,899 
431 


888 
1,080 
1,166 
1,377 

636 
5,460 

947 


V 


Thousands 

11,552 
21,638 
106,743 
515 
1,117 
920 
1,500 
1,641 
1,510 
838 


Thousands  :  Thousands 


135,700 


6/ 


8/ 


43,385 
2,317 

68,879 
2,917 

l4,o46 
1,402 
4,210 

2,979 
7,4l4 
8,288 


156,100 


139 
2,392 
17,978 
12,276 
8,811 
2,910 


44,506 


2,311 
3,177 
1,898 
1,096 
4,077 
1,066 
1,087 
3,0146 
11/  2,497 
1,677 
10,954 


ii/ 


8/ 


11,900 
22,965 
107,184 

1,169 
921 
1,600 
1,694 
1.537 
840 


161 
2,1481 
20,147 
13,014 
8,974 
3,226 


162 
2,524 
20,244 
13,053 
9,037 
3,317 


46,003 


it8,337 


2,311 
3,197 
2,013 
1,156 
4,369 
1,071 
l,l4l 
3,670 
2,602 
1,698 
11,438 


2,350 
3,183 
1,938 
1,179 
4,524 
1,050 
1,108 
3,723 
2,444 
1,773 
11,686 


11,643 
24,000 
106,557 

1,203 
922 

1,748 
1,565 
842 


154,000 

156,400 

156,700 

40,500 

45,000 

79,918 

81,515 

83,963 

2,900 

2,890 

2,900 

15,800 

16,500 

17,000 

1,710 

1,740 

1,770 

3,466 

3,625 

8,719 

8,100 

170,800 

177,300 

182,700 

167 
2,619 
20,516 
13,680 
9,237 

3,465 


49,684 


2,44l 
3,266 

1,180 
4,946 
1,011 

1,095 

2,411 
12,000 


:  77,500 

82,700 

83,400 

85,600 

:  425 
:  1,666 
:  4,164 
:  3,967 
:  2,011 
:  8,375 
:  4,543 
:  5,129 

1,641 
4,460 
4,6l4 
1,883 
9,94o 
4,637 
5,167 

4,436 
4,682 
1,964 
9,947 
4,756 
5,274 

4,917 

5,631 

:  30,300 

32,800 

33,100 

33,800 

:  107,800 

115,500 

116,500 

119,400 

:  66,400 

85,400 

87,200 

93,400 

^  2  " 


Cattle  and  buffsLlo:    Nvmber  in  specified  ccxintries,  average  I956-6O,  annxial  1964-66  (continued) 


Continent  and  country 


Month  of 
estioate 


Average 
1956-60 


1964 


1965  1/ 


1966  1/ 


Africa:  ; 

Algeria  12/  •  Nov. 

Sthlopla  .: 

Morocco  •  : 

Sudan,  Republic  of  :  Dec. 

Tunisia  Dec. 

United  Arab  Republic  ^J**  •  *^^* 

Angola  :  Dec. 

Burundi  and  Rvanda  :  Dec. 

Caaeroon  : 

Congo  (Leopoldville)  :  Dec. 

Guinea  : 

Kenya  ; 

Malagasy  Republic  12/  :  Dee. 

Malawi  1^  :  Dec. 

Mali,  Republic  of  : 

Mosaabiqizs  :    Dec . 

Niger....  

Nigeria  : 

Southern  Rhodesia  :  Dec. 

Senegal  : 

Tanzania  l4/  :  Dec. 

Uganda  15/^.  : 

Upper  Volta.  : 

Zambia  16/  :  Dec. 

Bechuan&land  :  Aug. 

South  Africa,  Republic  of  :  Jtme 

South  West   Africa  : 

Swaziland  :  Sept. 

Total  Africa   : 

Asia:  \ 

Iran  2/  :  Mar. 

Iraq  7/  15/  :  Mar. 

Turkey  (Europe  &  Asia)  7/  ;  Dec. 

Syria  ij  j  Dec. 

China  Mainland  7/  : 

B\irma  7/  :  Mar. 

Caznbodia  7/  :  Dec. 

Ceylon  JJ  L2/  ; 

China,  Taiwan  7/  :  Dec. 

India  7/  : 

Indonesia  7/  :  Dec. 

Japan  :  Feb. 

Korea,  South  :  Dec. 

Laos  7/  ; 

Malaysia  8e  Singapore  7/  I7/  : 

Pakistan  jj  ; 

Philippines  7/  ;  Mar. 

Thailand  7/....  ;  Mar. 

Vietnam,  South  7/  :  Dec. 

Total  Asia  5/  : 

Oceania:  : 

Axistralia  :  Mar. 

New  Zealand  :  Jan. 


Thousands:    Thousands  :  Thousands  :  Thousands 


Total  Oceania  5/, 
Total  World  5/.-< 


31  y 

31  2/ 

31  2/ 

31  2/ 


31  y 

31  2/ 


31  2/ 
31  2/ 

31  2/ 

&  Sept. 

30 


2/ 


2/ 
2/ 
2/ 
2/ 


2/ 


777 
21,996 
2,555 
7,006 

540 
2,830 
1,221 

974 
1,277 

967 
1,136 
7,337 
6,365 

331 
3,151 

904 
2,800 
6/  9,500 
"  3,1*14 
1,320 
7,228 
3,330 
1,630 
1,058 
1,290 
12,105 
2,552 

484 


112,500 


5,403 
1,960 
13,175 
488 
63,000 
7,791 
1,356 
2,232 
416 
207,119 
7,853 
3,159 
957 
555 
675 
29,762 
4,704 
11,202 
1,365 


16,673 
5,852 


22,800 


25,325 
2,800 

7,100 

2,920 

2,930 

3,252 

3,252 

3,301 

1,455 
7,513 

— 

— 

396 

411 

— 

1,127 
3,500 
10,859 

— 

— 
— 

8,175 
3,465 

8,250 
3,531 

— 


1,270 

1,267 

12,500 

12,000 

124,400 

125,300 

125,200 

4,805 

13,870 
359 

4,805 
1,680 
14,413 
362 

5,430 
14,450 

1,800 

394 


3,444 
1,369 

684 

4,790 
13,120 
2,031 


384 


3,175 
1,358 


4,870 

1;977 


19,055 
6,697 


18,777 
6,888 


26,100 


26,000 


2,950 


5,010 


376,200        393,600        398,600  400,300 


18,200 
7,280 


25,800 


977,500    1,069,800    1,087,300  1,103,500 


1/  Preliminary. 2/  October-December figures  are  included  under  the  following  year  for  conpeiri- 
sons  and  totals.    3/  Excludes  Alaska  and  Hawaii  prior  to  I96I.    4/  August.    5/  Includes  an  allowance  for 
any  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for  other  .producing  countries  not  shown.    6/  Less  than  a  5-year 
average.    7/  Includes  buffalo.    8/  May.         Includes  Saarland.    10/  Includes  Faroe  Islands.    11/  June. 
12/  Taxed  only.    13/  Formerly  Nyasaland.    14/  Formerly  Tanganyika.    15/  On  native  farms.  l6/Fcrmerly 
Northern  Rhodesia.    I7/  Formerly  North  Borneo  (Sabaii),  Malaya,  Sarawak,  and  Singapore. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  officieil  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  United  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other 
representatives  abroad,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
April  18,  1966. 
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South  America  has  about  l83  million  head  of  cattle,  IT  percent  more  than  the 
1956-60  average  and  a  3  percent  increase  over  I965.    Numbers  in  Chile  are  near  I956-6O 
average  levels  while  the  cattle  population  in  Argentina  which  had  dropped  sharply  in 
1962  and  1963  owing  to  high  slaughter  during  two  drought  years  increased  in  I965  and 
1966  and  are  now  at  record  levels.    Apparently,  cattle  numbers  have  reached  new  record 
levels  in  Brazil,  Colombia,  and  Ecuador. 

Numbers  in  Western  Europe  increased  about  2  million  head  in  I965  from  the  ae- 
cline  registered  two  years  before  during  I963  when  weather  adversities  forced  heavier- 
than-usual  slaughter.    The  decline  in  I963  was  due  to  shortages  of  feed  in  the  area  as 
a  whole  during  the  winter  of  1962-63  and  a  sharp  increase  in  cattle  prices  as  a  result 
of  increased  danand  for  beef.    At  the  same  time  there  were  siirpluses  of  dairy  products; 
the  outlook  for  dairying  did  not  appear  favorable  in  I962  and  I963. 

By  late  196^+,  the  dairy  supply  situation  had  changed  appreciably.     The  surplus 
advanced  and  milk  and  butter  prices  rose.     Slaughter  cattle  prices  continued  at  a  near 
record  level.    Cattle  nxmbers  increased  in  all  EEC  countries  during  I965.    The  total 
for  the  six  covmtries  in  I965  was  1+9. T  million  ccmpared  with  U8.3  million  a  year 
earlier. 

Conditions  were  scmewhat  the  same  in  other  West  European  countries.    Good  feed 
supplies  and  relatively  high  cattle  prices  caused  producers  in  many  West  European 
countries  to  enlarge  their  herds. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  slight  increase  in~~^:attle  numbers  in  East  Europe 
during  I965.     The  total  in  I966  of  85.6  million  head  is  about  2  percent  greater  than 
1965  and  11  percent  larger  than  the  1956-60  average.     N\mbers  in  Y\igoslavia  reached  a 
new  high  of  5.6  million,  well  above  the  5.3  million  recorded  in  I965. 

Cattle  numbers  in  the  USSR  are  reported  at  93  million  head,  an  increase  of  T  per- 
cent over  1965  and  Ul  percent  above  1956-60.     Numbers  have  recovered  from  a  sharp  drop 
in  1963  which  was  caused  by  a  shortage  of  winter  feed.     These  official  estimates  tend 
to  play  down  the  effect  of  reported  severe  outbreaks  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Russia 
in  late  I965.     Bovine  numbers  in  Africa  remain  constant  in  I966.    A  total  of  25.2  mil- 
lion registered  in  I966  is  only  slightly  different  than  the  125.3  million  registered  in 
1965.     There  appears  to  be  little,  if  any,  trend  in  cattle  nimbers  in  Africa. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Asia  show  mixed  trends.     The  hOQ  million  head  in  I966  is  an 
insignificant  chsLnge  from  the  398.6  million  head  registered  in  I965  and  is  about  6  per- 
cent above  the  1956-60  average.     Cattle  numbers  increased  in  Iran,  Turkey  and  the 
Philippines  while  a  decline  was  registered  in  Japan. 

Numbers  in  Oceania  decreased  by  about  1  percent  during  I965.     Numbers  in  Austra- 
lia were  down  about  3  percent  and  those  in  New  Zealand  increased  about  6  percent.  Num- 
bers in  Australia  declined  due  to  prolonged  drovight  and  forced  slaughterings  in  I965. 
Herd  rebuilding  is  expected  to  take  place  in  I966  and  196?.     Both  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  have  a  large  potential  both  in  cattle  numbers  and  beef  production. 

-  k  - 


